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PRINCIPAL'S WELCOME
I am often asked what makes Mercedes College
different to other schools. Catherine McAuley, the
foundress of the Mercy Order, recognised the
importance of the context of a place when she
wrote in a letter to Frances Warde in 1838, “Every
place has its own particular ideas and feelings…”
Key features that identify Mercedes College
include the importance of a Catholic education
emphasising Mercy values, a strong academic
programme linked to its city location, the individual
care shown to each student through the pastoral
nature of the school and the many co-curricular
opportunities on offer. These key features are
referred to in this newsletter.
A key aspect of a Catholic education in the Mercy
tradition is the importance placed on thinking of
others and being involved in service activities. In
this edition of the newsletter, you will read about
our Staff Service Day and the way staff members
role model to our students the importance of
helping others.
We are fortunate to be located in the heart of the
city and this provides many learning opportunities
for our students. Teachers are always looking for
opportunities to use the resources provided by
the city and many of them are within walking
distance of the school. The excursion to the Van
Gogh experience is an example of the way our
students benefit from an education in the city.

The care and wellbeing of students at Mercedes is
an important feature of the College. Each week,
time is devoted to a specific pastoral care
programme for year groups. The Year 7 House
Challenge featured as part of the pastoral care
activities for that year group. The introduction of
dress pants to the school uniform also reflects
how the school considers what will assist students
to be comfortable in the school environment.
You will also read about the Interhouse Athletics
Carnival and the fun the students had as we came
together as a school to win points for the
students’ Houses. After cancelled events due to
COVID it was a much anticipated event.
I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and are
looking forward to when you join Mercedes College
in person. We are looking forward to your arrival!
Mrs Kerrie Fraser
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VAN GOGH EXHIBIT ON OUR FRONT DOORSTEP
On Wednesday 22 June, the Year 10-12 French
students felt privileged to experience the rare and
world renowned Van Gogh exhibition at the
Supreme Court Gardens. Mercedes College, being
in the city, gave our students the opportunity to
walk to the exhibition with ease.

Students were given the opportunity to explore at
their own pace with a booklet created for them by
the College, in order to enhance their
understanding of the artist and his work as part
of their learning journey. Year 12 French students:
Rosie, Hannah, Lucy, Bella, Sophia and Harriet
spoke about their experiences.

Ham and cheese or vegetarian croissants
began our experience of the Van Gogh Alive
Exhibition.
At the exhibition, we were transported into a
sanctuary, which embodied a vibrant
symphony of light, colour, sound and
fragrance. Some would say that “c’était
inoubliable”! Before we left the
transformative exhibition, we were able to
enjoy a comforting cup of coffee, at Van
Gogh’s bustling café which transported us to
the French town and the Van Gogh café in
Arles!
This experience could only be defined as
enlightening, teaching us that through times
of hardship, great masterpieces can be
cultivated. It appears that Van Gogh found
himself called to art at a young age. 130
years and 2,100 artworks later, he is now
considered one of the most influential artists
of all time.
“Cette experience était unique et émouvante!”
We can all say that the Van Gogh Alive
Exhibition was an intriguing exploration of
French art which was thoroughly enjoyable!
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INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
All staff and students headed to the WA Athletics
Stadium on Friday 24 June for the much
anticipated Interhouse Athletics Carnival. Being
the first whole College event for the year,
students and staff were eager to come together
for a day of fun and competition. The glorious
weather set the tone for what was a fantastic
day. The Health and Physical Education team
implemented some changes to the structure of
the carnival this year, with the goal of increasing
student participation and building House spirit.

The new format meant that all students could
participate in 100m, 200m and long jump and they
certainly took this opportunity. This year we had
110 Year 7s and 81 Year 12s participate in the
100m races, doing their best to earn House points.

The carnival opened with a new team event House Chants. The enthusiasm, synchronicity and
volume of the chants was outstanding! Well done
to Serisier House for winning the first ever chant
competition.

High participation levels this year made it a close
competition for the overall shield. Well done to
McAuley House for taking home the shield for the
6th year in a row!

The day continued with all students putting their
best efforts on track and field.

HOUSE SHIELD

Team events this year consisted of Tunnel Ball,
Sack Relay and House Chants. The carnival paused
for lunch while students competed in team events
on the main track. Well done to McDonald House
for taking home the shield!

Whole College events are not possible without the
amazing staff at this College. Thank you to
everyone who assisted in making the carnival such
a success.
NOVELTY SHIELD

Placings

House

Points

Placings

House

1st

McAuley

1872

1st

McDonald

2nd

Cooper

1825

2nd

Serisier & Cooper

3rd

Wright

1723

4th

McAuley

4th

Serisier

1576

5th

Frayne

5th

Frayne

1467

6th

Wright

6th

McDonald

1342

03

BLUE TREE PROJECT
Throughout Term 1, Mercedes’ Knitting Club have
been working on an exciting mental health
initiative. The club decided to put their talents to
work by participating in the Blue Tree Project,
raising awareness around mental health, and
destigmatising difficult conversations about the
topic.
The Blue Tree Project aims to spark conversations
about mental health, spreading the message that
“it’s OK to not be OK” and encouraging people to
seek support when battling mental health
concerns. Over 750 trees across Australia have
been painted blue with the help of community
events and organisers, especially in regional and
rural Australia.

Usually, the trees chosen for the Blue Tree
Project are dead to prevent harm to the
environment. Our Knitting Club instead, spent
several weeks creating a blue coat to cover the
trunk of the (very much alive) tree at the centre
of Catherine’s Garden.
Club members knitted individual squares, before
stitching them together to match the tree’s
shape. Finally, they added decorative buttons,
bees and birds, and the central message of
“R U OK?”. In the central area of Catherine’s
Garden, it will serve as a reminder to students
and visitors that it’s okay to share their
problems and ask for help when
they need it.

Year 12 students Mairead, Imogen and Evie kickstarted this fantastic initiative and put a twist on
the project by knitting a tree blue rather than
painting it.

“It has been joyful seeing the students knitting and
crocheting together to create such a beautiful coat for
the tree,” said Principal Kerrie Fraser “reminding us to
care for one another and promote wellbeing in our school.”
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HOUSE CHALLENGE

STUDENT DRESS PANTS

During the course of Term 2, our Year 7 students
competed in a series of House Challenges during
Thursday's Pastoral Care Period (PCP). The
Fashion competition involved designing and making
ball dresses using only tissue paper, card, and
fabric with pins, sticky tape, and staplers. Some
Houses even created accessories such as bags,
shoes and hats to accompany their intricate
garments.

Mercedes College students have been loving the
new choice of dress pants as part of our winter
uniform!

Students also took part in an Amazing Race
activity and were given clues which led to various
locations around campus. Each clue linked back to
Mercedes College history or an aspect of College
life.

This is something that the College has been
excited to introduce for many years and it's great
seeing the girls keeping warm and looking stylish
while doing so.

This year College students have been given the
option of black dress pants from our College Wear
Shop and they have been very popular, with many
girls opting for them over the traditional winter
uniform particularly on those colder days.

Finally a mini Olympic games finished off last
Term, as students competed in activities such as
Tug-o-war, Balloon Race and many more!
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STAFF SERVICE DAY
On Friday 3 June, Mercedes’ staff used the pupilfree day to conduct our Staff Service Day.
Service is a central Mercy value at the College,
and both teaching and non-teaching staff take
pride in putting this value into practice. All staff
volunteered for a range of activities to serve our
community both within the school and beyond.
A group (including Principal Kerrie Fraser) worked
within the Sisters of Mercy Convent and the
Chapel of Immaculate Conception to keep the
historic site in sparkling condition. Another group
volunteered at OzHarvest‘s East Perth centre to
pack donated food into hampers, ready for
delivery to charities and people in need across
Perth. Mercedes continually works with OzHarvest,
with Year 10 families leading the effort in
generously donating hampers during Term 2.
On campus, staff volunteered to help keep our
grounds pristine, planting flowers around the
bases of the statues of Saints Mary and Joseph,
as well as giving the school buses a thorough clean
inside and out. In the staff room, a group kept
cosy knitting squares together to make blankets
for the St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal. Staff
are continuing their efforts over this year, giving
non-perishable food items for donation.

Another group of staff potted indoor plants for
donation to the St Bart’s Womens’ Service. The
plants go to beautify the facility and create a
welcoming environment for women in need.
A group of staff operated a fundraising effort in
conjunction with the City of Perth Citiplace
Community Center, selling second-hand and exlibrary books in a Pop-Up Bookshop. Last but
certainly not least, staff volunteered to donate
blood or plasma through Lifeblood at the Lifeblood
Perth Donor Centre. Australian hospitals require
over 1.7 million donations each year to meet
demand. It was great to see a number of staff
sign up to donate regularly.
After completing their service activities, staff
returned to campus to share their experiences
and attended an online reflection session run by
Associate Professor Shane Lavery from Notre
Dame University. The session examined service
(servant) leadership and how that form of service
is applicable to all members of staff and how
service can be encouraged in the student body,
with particular reference to service-learning. The
session was concluded with exploring ways the
College can build on its service outreach.
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UPCOMING COLLEGE EVENTS
Open Day
Tuesday 6 September
Our refreshed Open Day program commences with a welcome by the Principal,
Mrs Kerrie Fraser. Followed by a student led tour of the College visiting
specialised learning areas where you will be greeted by the various Heads of
Learning. This immersive experience will demonstrate first hand why learning
in the heart of the city will benefit your daughters education. Registrations
can be made here: www.mercedes.wa.edu.au/open-morning
Animal Farm
Tuesday 20 September to Thursday 22 September
Mercedes College brings you Peter Hall's adaptation of Animal Farm. On
Manor Farm, the animals are sick of their neglectful owner, Mr Jones, and
inspired by the words of Major the boar, rise up against him. Everyone will do
their fair share of the work for a fair share of the rewards. As time goes on,
the pigs' ideas of "equality" increasingly conflict with the other animals'.
Ticketing information will be on the Mercedes College Facebook page.

2022 DIARY DATES (YEAR 7, 2023 ENROLLED FAMILIES)
Saturday 27 August

MYAT Testing and Parent Information Session for 2023 Year 7s.

Friday 21 October

Presentation Evening (Awards night at the Perth Concert Hall)

Monday 14 November

Year 7 2023 Orientation Day

Monday 30 January 2023

Year 7 2023 Transition Week
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