A S P I R E

E X C E L

L E A D

FUTURE STUDENTS

FEBRUARY 2022

PRINCIPAL'S WELCOME
Welcome to the first ‘Future Students’ Newsletter’ for 2022. In this
edition you will read about the many programmes that make Mercedes
College such a great school to be part of. We believe in educating the
whole child. The delivery of curriculum is important and the article about
2021 results is a testament to that but so is a strong pastoral care
programme and co-curricular activities.
A major initiative for this year is the introduction of two new pastoral
care programmes. Year 8 students will embark on ‘Heroic Habits’ and
Year 10 will follow the ‘Influence’ programme both designed by The Rite
Journey team. ‘Heroic Habits’ introduces students to eighteen qualities
to help them on life’s journey. ‘Influence’ challenges students to build on
what they learned in Year 9 and to shift from a focus on themselves to
how they can be of service to others. This programme supports our
Mercy Service activities and reinforces the College’s vision that
Mercedes students become inspired women with a strong sense of who
they are and of the influence they can have in the world beyond
Mercedes. In this way our students fulfil Catherine’s belief that “We
should be shining lamps giving light to all around us.” You will also read
about our Transition Week that ensures our Year 7 students settle into
life at Mercedes College. Our Year 6 Orientation Day article will provide
an insight into one of our key events with new students.
We believe that by providing students with strong pastoral support they
will form positive relationships, be happy and enjoy coming to school each
day. If we can achieve this objective, it makes learning so much easier for
students.They feel safe, supported and ready to learn.
Enjoy reading this edition of the newsletter and I hope you are excited
about joining our College community.
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TRANSITION WEEK
The Transition Week allowed the Year 7 students to
make a positive start to secondary schooling. Our first
assembly was centred on Catherine McAuley’s quote
“we should be shining lamps, giving light to all around
us”. The Year 12 students welcomed the Year 7s into
the assembly with a guard of honour making it a truly
special occasion.
The first three days of the Transition Week saw the
students completing a number of lessons to familiarise
them with the systems and policies at the College.
From using SEQTA to Digital Citizenship, the students
completed an array of informative activities. In
addition to this, the students completed activities
allowing them to get to know each other and embrace
the competitive House spirit. The staff and students
were also very grateful to have the assistance from
the Year 10 Peer Mentors on the first day; they
assisted with the activities and provided positive
reinforcement as the Year 7s embraced the changes.
The last two days of the Transition Week were focused
on helping build positive and respectful relationships. It
also allowed the students to challenge themselves, and
of course, have fun together. On Thursday, the
students completed several team building and
problem-solving activities centred around the final
objective to build a catapult and launch their water
balloons the farthest distance. On Friday, all students
completed the commando course which saw the
addition of water pistols this year due to the hot
weather. The students also completed either the flying
fox or possum glider air activity, and a water-based
activity using canoes or kayaks.
Overall, the Year 7 students made a positive transition
to high school and embraced each other with the spirit
of Mercy.
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INDIGENOUS ART PROJECT
We are proud to introduce our 2022 shirts! The shirt is
currently offered to our Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander students and can be worn during
Reconciliation Week, Sorry Day, NAIDOC week and
specialised group excursions. The same design is also
carried onto our new staff shirts. Where staff
members will have the opportunity to wear the new
design around the College.
The new design was launched at the College to help
promote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
in the community. The project has involved alumni,
Danika Calyon (Class of 2016) returning to the College
with her sister to create a design that has been linked
to each of the College’s six Houses.
The design centres around the city (Wahdjuk Noongar)
with the Darling Scarp running diagonally through the
middle with trails coming out from this with the six
seasons/Houses represented.
The shirts have been designed to align with the colours
of the six Noongar seasons which is integral to the
lives of the aboriginal people, and coincidentally match
the six House colours. In the centre of the city the
symbol represents women.
To further the relatability of the design, each House
will adopt a Noongar season from January onwards
and research it's sacred meaning further.
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HEROIC HABITS
The Heroic Habits program will be introduced to
our Year 8 students, focusing on living out the 18
habits that will make life both responsible and
rewarding. The development will not only help the
individual but also those around them.
The girls will engage in conversations, activities
and a series of journal reflections. This program
also is focussed on service for others, performing
actions for no expected reward or external gain,
compassion and care for others, creating positive
thinking and resilience. Many experts believe that
it is possible for people to learn to be heroes by
developing theses 18 Heroic Habits.

INFLUENCE
The Influence Program is focussed on developing students to be able to
positively influence the character, development or behaviour of others.
It is designed to encourage students to step-up as they make the shift
from childhood into adulthood.
In Year 11, there is a focus on leadership, contributing, being of service
and making a difference. Students will have the opportunity to learn
more about themselves, explore leadership and refine their skills in this
area. Influence is divided into four main themes: Leader of Self, Leader
in School, Leader in Community and Leader in World.
We believe that by providing students with strong pastoral support
that they will form positive relationships, be happy and enjoy coming to
school each day. If we can achieve this objective, it makes learning so
much easier for students. They feel safe, supported and ready to learn.
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
The Excellence Assembly on Tuesday 1 February,
celebrated the graduating students from 2021
who achieved excellent results in their final WACE
examinations. We acknowledged students who
achieved ATARS 95+ and recipients of the School
Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA)
Awards (Subject Exhibition in Italian: Second
Language, Antonia Palermo).
We also congratulated recipients of Certificates
of Distinction and Merit awarded by SCSA.
Our guest speaker, Alumni and former Australian
Olympian, Fiona Wildy (Class of 1984) spoke to our
graduates about the different routes life can take
when you follow your dreams and exert hard work
and dedication. Her speech was truly inspiring!
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SCHOLARSHIPS
In recognition of the rich traditions of Mercedes College, there are three scholarships available.
For more information or to apply visit www.mercedes.wa.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships/.
Year 7 Scholarship
Awarded to two students who have accepted a position
to enter Year 7 the following year, created to encourage
and support the education of an ex-student’s daughter
or granddaughter.
The Sisters of Mercy Music Bursary
Is offered to new and current students to encourage
talented students to pursue music studies at the College.
Louise Allen-Arbuckle Scholarship
Was established in 2014 to nurture music students with
exceptional talent.
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UPCOMING COLLEGE EVENTS
Open Day Online
Tuesday 15 March
The Open Day online experience provides an opportunity for prospective
parents to hear from the Senior Leadership Team, Student Representative
Leaders and enjoy a virtual tour of College facilities in the comfort of your
their home. Each session (8.30am or 11am), offers families a live Q&A
session with some of our Senior Leadership members and teachers.
Discover more at www.mercedes.wa.edu.au/open-morning

Seussical the Musical
Friday 29 July to Sunday 31 July
Coming to the Regal Theatre, Mercedes College brings you Seussical the
Musical. A musical comedy which based on a collection of stories from Dr
Seuss. Tickets will be made available premier.ticketek.com.au/ later in the
year. Please stay connected with the College's social media platforms for
more information.

2022 DIARY DATES (YEAR 7, 2023 ENROLLED FAMILIES)
Saturday 27 August

MYAT Testing and Parent Information Session for 2023 Year 7s.
More detailed information will be emailed to families closer to the date

Monday 14 November

Year 7 2023 Orientation Day
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